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Faith or Tradition: the Armenian Apostolic Church and Community-Building
in Armenia and Nagorny Karabakh
Kimitaka Matsuzato, Religion, State and Society, VVol.41, No.1, 18-34, 2013.
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ABSTRACT: It is no secret that the Armenian Apostolic Church (AAC) is closely connected
with Armenian nationality and Armenian states (Armenia and Nagorny Karabakh). Previous
studies have concentrated on surveying the privileges granted to it by these Armenian states. This
study goes further by elucidating complementary relations between the AAC and these states in
community-building. These states are suffering from the incompetence of local governments
created by radical municipal reforms and the decollectivisation of agriculture during the 1990s.
They need the help of the AAC, which is potentially able to mobilize rural intellectuals via church
(parish) councils. The AAC wishes to reinforce its position, which it sees as endangered by
various ‘sectarian’ challenges. Its weak appeal to faith (insufficient evangelization) gives
Protestant ‘sectarians’ abundant room for proselytism, against which the AAC intends to struggle
‘from below’ by its deeper involvement in community-building.

This study is a result of the projects entitled ‘Research on the Unrecognized States in the
Post-Soviet Space’ and ‘Transnational Politics in the Black Sea Rim’ financed by the China
Ministry of Education (No. 11JJDGJW010)
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