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Close Observation of Belgian 
Demonstration* 

How was the demonstration organized? 
The demonstration was organized by Belgium’s three main trade unions in 

Common Front: the ACV-CSC (Christian) with 1,700,000 affiliates, the 
ABVV-FGTB (Socialist) with approximately 1,200,000 members and the 
ACLVB-CGSLB (Liberal) with 240,000 members.   

As the demonstration was organized to protest against the economic 
strategy of the Belgium government lead by Prime Minister Charles Michel, the 
day 7th October was selected because it marked 1 year for the government in 
office. The city center of Brussels was targeted as Brussels is the capital of 
Belgium, which promised more attention from both the public and the 
government. The route chosen for this event was to rally the North station to 
the South station in Brussels, which is the usual track taken by the demonstrator 
in such case, but for this time, the course had to be changed a little bit due to 
the renovation work of the new pedestrian area in the city center. It is also 
important to note that the police was massively present at each street corner to 
maximize security. People from nationwide gathered on the street to protest. 
There were more than 80,000 people, according to the police, (the trade unions 
said 100,000) mobilized to participate in the demonstration. 

The demonstration began around 11.00 a.m., a little bit earlier than what 
was planned. That caused confusion to demonstrator- the supposed leader of 
the demonstration could happen to find itself lost in the crowd halfway. People 
dressed in clothes specially prepared for the demonstration with certain colors 
including red, green and blue, which represent the three trade unions. It was 
easy to notice that red and green represented the two of the largest group, the 
socialists and the Christian respectively, while blue stand for a rather marginal 
group, the liberals. Furthermore, one could easily notice the different regional 
sections of the trade unions. In Belgium, trade unions are divided among 
different sectors of profession and different regions of the country. It is hard to 
assess precisely which groups were the most present, but it seems that there 
was a linguistic, regional and professional balance within the protester, with a 
stronger presence of workers. For example, we have seen HORVAL (the hotel 

                                            
 ULB

** 2014  
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and catering industry section of the FGBT), SETCA, CGSP, ACV-CSC-Metea, 
the regional section of Namur of the FGTB and so on. 

But as the demonstration went on, the different trade unions gradually got
mixed in the cortege, and in the end, the original three main blocs of certain
colors turned into some smaller groups of certain trade union members, as most 
demonstrators tend to walk next to their colleagues of the same company 
belonging to the other trade unions. Moreover, not only trade unions were 
present during the demonstration. Some NGOs such as OXFAM, opposition 
political parties like Groen (Dutch-speaking green party) and the Socialist party, 
student unions such as the FEF, and other community like Vie Feminine had
also taken part in it.  

 

How do these groups convey their claims? 
They used a lot of tools to make noise: drums, sound equipment, whistles, 

trumpets and firecrackers. They were also shouting slogans from time to time. 
While balloons, flags, banners, placards, cars decorated with posters were used 
to express what they were marching for. Demonstrators marched orderly and 
rather peacefully. However some groups of anarchists, and dockers from 
Antwerp caused some trouble. The police had to intervene with tear gas and 
pumper truck to break up the crowds of protesters. Even though, these 
represented only a small minority of the participants, and the Belgian and 
international press paid extra attention to these events, as the images were 
strong and shocking. However, the media also took the time to explain again 
the reasons behind these demonstrations and to relay the speeches of the trade 
unions’ presidents for example.  

Comparison of demonstrations in Belgium and 
mainland China 
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Demonstrations are much more frequent to be seen in Belgium than 
mainland China. In Belgium, demonstrations of various kinds of sizes, are 
organized weekly. While in mainland China, the last serious demonstrations 
happened during 2012 at which time Chinese people were angry about Japan’s 
actions because of the issue of Diaoyu Island. It is notable that these 
demonstrations were against the other country. They were really not as 
organized as demonstrations in Belgium, but before the demonstrations, there 
were people calling for demonstrations on a specific date on the websites. So 
there were demonstrators participating spontaneously during the period of 
demonstrations, also there were demonstrators participating from the very 
beginning and tried hard to attract more people to join in, mostly relying on the 
power of the Internet.  

Demonstrations are more strictly controlled in China than Belgium. As the 
experience gained from practices are very little for Chinese people, the actions 
in demonstrations were more disorganized in China in some aspects. For 
example, in demonstrations asking for boycott of Japanese products, 
demonstrators were out of control, escalating to arson of Japanese vehicles 
owned by Chinese citizens.  
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        Russian Policy over Syrian Crisis 
Rufina Kalapova*

 
Today’s society has encountered a major problem that needs to be solved 

as soon as possible, terrorism. The Middle East conflicts, the center are 
escalating and the consequences of fighting have influenced other countries 
negatively. The negative consequences have been demonstrated by the increase 
in civilian recruitment by terrorist organizations and the flooding of immigrants 
into Europe. This has created an insecure, unpeaceful and unstable situation 
worldwide. The most well-known and belligerent terroristic organization 
bringing chaos to this planet is the Islamic State (IS). The media is flooded with 
this hot-discussed topic describing the actions of the terrorists and the steps 
made by nations to prevent the rise of evil. This article will be mostly devoted 
to obstacles, contribution and consequences on the way of Russia’s struggling 
with terrorism. 

First, let us look through the history of the IS. On the basis of secular texts 
preaching a primary purpose of a bloody war for the restoration of the Muslim 
empire, the IS separated from Al-Qaeda in 2013 because of its imperialistic 
ambitions. According to the Russian News Agency, TASS, the IS announced 
“Islamic caliphate” on the grounds of the occupied territories of Iraq and Syria 
on June 29, 2014 and appointed Abu Bakr al Baghdadi as their leader or the 
Caliph. The ideology of caliphate known from the Middle Ages implies the 
renaissance of the Muslim empire flourishing, blooming, and power. The 
activity of the IS can be explained through the unwillingness of some groups to 
be part of globalization, the integration in political, economic and religious 
spheres. From the beginning of its foundation the IS worked on uniting 
different terroristic organizations and creating new provinces of the Caliphate 
all over the world, which has become the main direct military threat for all 
countries. Presently, the loyalty to the new caliphate is shown by about 60 
jihadist organizations from 30 countries of the world. Based on CIA data, we 
know that the number of members in the IS is about 30000 men; while the Iraqi 
authorities claimed that it is 200000. The militants consist of citizens from 80 
countries, including France, the UK, Germany, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, the 
United States, Canada, Russia and the Central Asia countries. After capturing 
portions of Iraqi and Syrian, the IS has at its disposal all the necessary 
resources for further military campaigns - oil, one of the main sources of 

Rufina Kalapova 2015
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income, military machines and equipment. The dynamic development and 
eager activity of this radical organization is explained by profits from oil, drug 
and slave trading on black market, plundering, racketing; recruiting people 
from all over the world including children and women. Moreover, many ex-
militarists that were trained to fight against terrorists are persuaded to convert 
to the IS. So, we see that the IS possesses many signs of a real state, such as, 
territory, population, a governing regime, governor, a system of ruling, its own 
resources, religion, language, ideology and even state attributes: such as a flag 
and seal. On September, 3rd the IS made a statement about creating its own 
currency – the golden dinar.  Fortunately, on the international level the IS is not 
recognized as a real state. 

However, the IS picked up speed very fast. According to Russian president 
Vladimir Putin, if the IS controls much of the Syrian territory it would pose a 
direct threat to the Russian Federation. Such statement is not unfounded. At the 
beginning of September 2014, this jihadist faction threatened the Russian 
subject, the republic of Chechnya, with its ‘liberation,’ meaning full 
independence from the Russian Federation.  Additionally, in June 2015 a 
special video was released online stating that the Caucasus Emirate, an Islamic 
terrorist organization operating in the Northern Caucasus, joined the IS. Further 
proving it as a real menace, the IS is engaged in a fierce conflict for power with 
the Taliban on the border between Afghanistan and Tajikistan, next to a Russian 
strategic military base. Moreover, we cannot underestimate the essential role of 
social networks, like Facebook and Twitter, Islamic thrillers use to influence 
people’s minds anonymously with impunity for recruitment. According to 
Syrian mass media, the IS has recruited about 70000 foreigners. The most well-
known example of a recruited rebel from Russia is Karaulova Varvara, a 
Moscow State University student. She was deported to Moscow after her arrest 
at the Turkish-Syrian border. Christina Presnyakova, a 25 years bride, ran away 
to her Syrian husband to combat on the terrorists’ side in Raqqa. Vadim 
Dorofeev, a famous Russian actor, died on January, 26th 2015 fighting for the 
IS. He converted to the Islam, and then left his family explaining it just by 
telling “if Allah wills”. (http://tass.ru/info/1264570) The number of recruited 
people is rising every day. After being brainwashed by terrorists and given a 
special task from Allah to get rid of all nonbelievers in Islam, these rebel 
fighters could be a potential danger for society; causing a new wave of terror 
acts when they come back to their motherlands. 

Such a quickly spreading threat cannot be handled by one country that is 
why in the 70th Regular Session of the UN General Assembly, held in late 
September in New York, the members of meeting touched upon the problem of 
terrorism and tried to find the solutions. As stated by Russian journalists, UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon expressed a big hope in the meeting with 
Vladimir Putin, that Russia and the USA could finally reach an agreement on 
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the world's urgent challenge – the Syrian crisis. During sessions the Russian 
leader underlined that supplying the Syrian Army with weapons and other 
military equipment is not effective enough because they can fall into the hands 
of terrorists. According to CNN, Putin told that there would not be any Russian 
ground troops in Syria, otherwise a war with the IS could begin. Thus, the only 
option is distant interference. Also Mr. Putin announced that the Russian 
airstrikes aim to secure the stability of Syria by supporting Bashar al-Assad 
who is the only one who really fights against the terrorists. Here the main 
disagreement appears between Russia and the USA with its allies, who refuse to 
cooperate with Assad. The US and its allies are convinced that the IS cannot be 
destructed unless Assad leaves the country. He is still recognized as a “tyrant, 
who drops barrel bombs to massacre innocent children,” said the USA 
president, Barak Obama. Obama adds that after four years of the civil war in 
Syria “Assad cannot stay in office anymore.” France President Francoise 
Hollande says that Assad is a dictator and “refugees are fleeing from his 
regime.” Deutsche Welle, a German radio station, announced: “no lasting peace 
with Assad.” Samantha Power, U.S. Permanent Representative to the UN, told 
Le Figaro that the Syrian crisis could have the end only if Assad left his post 
because radical military groups came to Syria to fight against his regime. 

Why would Russia be so interested in supporting Bashar al-Assad when 
all other great politicians are against him? First, Assad is a legitimate state 
leader, elected by people according to all democratic procedures. Russian 
Foreign Ministry’s spokesperson Maria Zakharova declared in TASS that the 
demands for the resignation of current Syrian president are “the direct 
implementation of terrorists' logic.” Second, Assad allows Russia to hold its 
only naval base in the Mediterranean Sea at the port city of Tartous. Third, 
Assad belongs to Alawite sect, a branch of Shia Islam, which is practiced in 
Iran, the main ally of Syria. Russia also has close economic and political ties 
with Iran. Thus, the Kremlin suggests a pragmatic approach: tackle the IS and 
defeat it, then deal with political reform through negotiations between the 
government and opposition. Russia is actually not alone in this regard. 
Recently, German Chancellor Angela Merkel also declared that Germany is 
ready “to negotiate with many actors, this includes Assad” to solve the problem 
with immigrants as quickly as possible. 

Now let us reconstruct the course of Russian attacks in Syria. At the 
request of Syria’s President, Russia began carrying out the airstrikes on 
September 30th.  Based on the numbers released by Russian Defense Minister 
Sergey Shoygu, Russia has sent dozens of fight missions and launched more 
than 100 airstrikes since it started the military campaign against the IS. Shoygu 
said that the primary targets were IS command points, ammunition and 
explosives depots, communication hubs, workshops to produce weapons and 
militant training camps. Russian officials stressed that all relevant countries 
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were informed of the airstrikes in advance, and that the U.S. confirmed with 
Russian side that there were only terrorists in the airstrike regions. However, in 
Qatar, Turkey and on some western websites Russia was accused of attacking 
moderate opposition and killing civilians even before the implementation of the 
airstrikes. Such information wars are usual for news websites maligning non-
guilty sides just in order to raise their ratings. Then, Syrian ambassador to 
Russia Riad Haddad officially refuted those statements. BBC's website 
published a joint statement by France, Germany, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 
Britain and the United States saying that military action by Russia would serve 
only to “fuel more extremism and radicalization.” Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov responded: "The most important thing is that all this is being done in 
the framework of the international legislation." On October 7th, the Kremlin’s 
website published that Russia launched missiles from warships in the Caspian 
Sea, destined for at least 26 targets in Syria. Russian government got approval 
from Iran and Iraq to use the corridors on their territories for missiles. "Over 
the past 72 hours, we have managed to undermine the material and technical 
base of terrorists and significantly reduce their combat potential," Interfax news 
agency quoted A.Kartapolov, the deputy chief of the General Staff of Russian 
Armed Forces. On October, 21st the Syrian leader, Bashar al-Assad thanked 
Russian authorities for timely steps taken to preserve the unity and 
independence of Syria. Therefore, by observing the situation Putin has acted 
according to a well-organized plan, focused on ending the chaos created by the 
terrorists. 

Unfortunately, everything is well only if it ends well. On November 1st a 
great catastrophe in the history of Russian and Soviet aviation happened, 
passenger jet A321 from Egypt fell apart in the air. The crash case is still being 
investigated and Russian authorities have not given any exact assessments. But 
soon in mass media two provocative caricatures appeared, made by French 
newspaper Charlie Hebdo, well-known for its satire. The first picture was of 
flying parts of the plane and bodies of passengers pouring on the heads of the 
terrorists, with the inscription “Russian aviation strengthens its bombs attacks.” 
The second depicts a skull in sunglasses that lies among the plane’s wreckages 
and bodies. Under lies the cation, “I should fly by air cocaine.” Actually, these 
pictures raised Russian deputies’ indignation and were recognized as sacrilege. 
French Minister of Foreign Affairs Roman Nadal has announced that despite 
freedom of speech, the opinions of journalists don’t impose duties on French 
government. On November 3rd the IS released a boastful video where IS claims 
to have brought down the Russian plane. Then sweets were handed out to small 
children, celebrating the Russian air crash tragedy. Hopefully, justice will 
prevail and those who are guilty in the deaths of innocent people will get their 
penalty. 
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The West wonders what Mr. Putin wants to get after using hard power in 
Syria and guesses that he is trying to distract the world’s attention from the 
Ukraine crisis. Furthermore, the west wonders whether he is willing to 
strengthen the role of Russia in the world arena or is he just helping and saving 
Bashar al-Assad as a tactical response. However none of these are the case, 
Russian experts in politics explain that Russian authorities are trying to widen 
its participation in the fight against world’s greatest evil, terrorism, which 
directly threatens Russian interests and critically destabilizes the situation in 
Europe. In the past, Russia’s strategic location between the west and the east 
saved Europe from Mongol and Tartar raids and now Russia also tries to help.  
Moreover, Russian government supports a legitimate Syrian president without 
intervention in the country’s traditional regime and not attempting to impose 
democratic values. We should understand that there is not smoke without fire 
and people would not be recruited by terroristic ideology if they are 
unemployed, impoverished, and crushed from wars. We can hope that the right 
intentions, rational plans and reasonable actions of all countries will lead to 
good results and the end will justify the means. 
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