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BECHEE : The establishment of the Customs Union of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan in
2010, succeeded by the Eurasian Economic Union in 2015, constituted an important discontinuity

in the development of post-Soviet regionalism: while the preceding organisations remained cases
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of ‘ink-on-paper’ regional integration, in the case of the Customs Union the members actually
implemented their commitments. This creates an important theoretical challenge: the literature
(which the previous experience of Eurasian regionalism was very much in line with) conjectures
that authoritarian states are unable to successfully implement an economic regional integration
agreement (RIA). The aim of the article is to explore the conditions under which implementation
of economic RIAs by autocracies happens. We argue that the implementation is influenced by the
extent of economic, social and political ties between member states, and suggest that, unlike
democratic states, which are more likely to implement a RIA where there are strong economic ties,

non-democracies are more likely to do so in the case of intermediate economic dependence.
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Today, Central Asian countries are on the threshold of a new stage of political and social
transformation related to the need for deeper and better modernization of society, economy and
politics. However, different conditions in the Central Asian countries dictate the difference of
strategies they have adopted for further transformation. A development model of the Republic of
Uzbekistan since its independence has been defined to a large extent by its first President Islam
Karimov whose death in September 2016 marked the beginning of profound changes for the

country. These changes are directly related to the transformation of the sultanistic regime.
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