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“Paradiplomacy in the Russian Regions: Tatarstan’s Search for Statehood”, Europe-Asia
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[ Abstract] In the context of Russia’s need to make a transition towards a
new developmental model and in light of the international experience suggesting
that advanced regions within large economies could become the primary drivers
of national growth, this article analyzes the developmental model that has been

shaping up in the Republic of Tatarstan (the RT). In Russia, since the mid-2000s,
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this model has been considered as an example of best practice. This article
identifies the main characteristics and stages in the evolution of the RT
developmental model, as well as highlights its strengths and limitations using the
SWOT-analysis techniques. It is noted that a “special” investment climate has
formed in the region, featuring predictable government policies, lower costs and
risks of doing business, and informal guarantees for entrepreneurs willing to
invest in the RT’s priority projects. According to this article, the consolidation of
interests of major regional elite groups, their consensus regarding the priorities
for regional development and associated policy instruments have been important
comparative advantages of Tatarstan. The prospects for formation in the RT of a
catching-up developmental model similar to ones in the successful countries of
Southeast Asia will depend upon the extent to which current Tatarstan’s elites
could find a consolidated response to the new challenges confronting the RT
recently, as well as the degree of soundness of the federal policy with respect to
the more developed regions. The main obstacles to development include the
current closed ownership structure of core assets, limiting possibilities of market
entry for new players, and lower average wages prejudging the outflow of skilled
personnel from the RT.

[Key Words] the Republic of Tatarstan, Russian Regional Economy,
Russian Regional Politics, Relationship between Central and Local Governments
in Russia, Russian Elites

[ Aunoranusi] B koHTEeKkcTe HEOOXOMUMOCTH nepexona Poccum k HOBOM
MOZICTIM DKOHOMUYECKOTO pa3BUTUSA M C YYETOM MEKIYHAPOIHOTO OIBITA,
MOKa3bIBAIOIICTO, YTO JpaiiBepaMu pocTa B OONIBIINX CTPaHAX MOTYT BBICTYIIATh
MPOJBHHYTHIC PETHUOHBI, B CTAaThe AHAIU3UPYCTCS MOJCTh YIPABICHUS Pa3BH-
THeM, cKiaapiBatomasicss B PecmyOmuke Tatapcran. B poccHiickux yCIoBHSX
HaymHas ¢ cepeanHbl 2000-x TOOOB 3Ta MOAETh BOCIPUHHMAIACH KaK MPHMEp
JyqIeH MpakTHKA. BEISBICHB OCHOBHBIE XapaKTEPUCTHKH U ITAIBI B ABOIOIIH

mogenu passurusa PT, B pamxax SWOT-ananu3a BblIEICHBI IPEUMYILIECTBA U
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orpaHuueHUs AaHHOI Monenu. OTMeuaercd, uto B Tarapctane chopMuposaics
0COOBI  WMHBECTULMOHHBIM  KIMMaT, OTJIMYAIOUIMHCA IpencKa3yeMOCTbIO
MPaBUTEIHCTBCHHOW MONUTHKH, 00Jice HU3KHMU 3aTpaTaMd M PUCKAMH BEICHHUS
OW3Heca MO CPaBHEHHIO C JAPYTHMH PErHoHaMH, He()hOpMaIbHBIMU TapaHTUSIMA
JUIA HpeﬂHpHHHMaTCHeﬁ, TOTOBBIX HMHBECTUPOBATL B IMPUOPUTETHBLIC IJIA PT
npoekTel. OOOCHOBBIBACTCS TE3MC O TOM, YTO COINIACOBAHHME HMHTEPECOB
OCHOBHBIX TpYyNIl B PETHOHAJIBHOM 3MIUTE, HX KOHCEHCYC B OTHOIIEHUU
MPUOPUTETOB Pa3BUTUA PT M MeXaHM3MOB UX JOCTHXKEHHUS ObUIM M OCTAarOTCS
BaXHBIM  CpPaBHHUTEJIbHBIM  IpeuMyluecTBoM Tartapctana. Bo3MoxHOCTH
¢opmupoBaruss B PT Momenmnm MmOTOHSIONIEr0 pasBUTHS MO aHAJIOTHH C
ycnemHsIMu cTpaHamu  FOro-Bocrounoit Asum OyayT ompenensiTees TeM, B
Kakoii Mepe NCHCTBYIOIIAas 3MTa TarapcTaHa OKaXKeTcs CIOCOOHOW HaiTh
KOHCOJIMAVPOBAHHBIN OTBET HAa HOBBIE BBI30BbI, BCTABILUE TEPE]] PECIyONIUKON B
MOCIEeTHHE TOOBl, a TakkKe OT CTEeleHH KOHCTPYKTHBHOCTH (herepaibHOM
MOJUTUKY B OTHOLIEHUHM PETMOHOB-JOHOPOB. K OCHOBHBIM NPEMATCTBUAM IS
Pa3sBUTHSA OTHOCSTCS CIOXKHBINASCS 3aKPHITas CTPYKTypa COOCTBEHHOCTH Ha
OCHOBHBIC aKTHBBI U OTCTAaBaHUC B YPOBHC OILJIaThI TPpyda.

[ Karouesnie cioBal Pecriybnuka TarapcraH, perMoHanbHasi SKOHOMHKA
Poccun, peruonaneHas mnonuTtuka Poccun, oTHomeHus B Poccum Mexnay

LHEHTPOM U PEruOHAMH, pOCCI/II\/'ICKI/Ie OJINThI

(RfEHE HHEE)
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