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Feng Shaolei, Cui Heng, Developing the Far East and
Chinese-Russian Relations:New Perceptions and New Practices,
Valdai discussion club, August 2019.

Developing the Russian Far East and Siberia has been an important step in statebuilding
for Russia. Although there have been debates about appropriate ideas and policies in the
strategy, developing the vast frontier region and promoting relations with Asian countries
has set a steadfast direction of development for Russia. Chinese—Russian cooperation in
the border region during the early stages of imperial Russia’s policies in the Far East
holds enlightening signifi cance for today’s bilateral cooperation.The practices of
interaction between Northeast China and the Russian Far East during 2009-2018
demonstrate the big potential in bilateral cooperation in the region. Meanwhile,
suchpractices also hold implications for future collaboration. Under the framework of
‘conjunction’ between China and Russia, the two countries are exploring a more effective
and sustainable pattern of participation. At the same time, it is also important to
overcome issues such aslow mutual trust in the business community, insuffi cient market
openness, etc.

It is a century-long dream for Russia to develop the immense virgin land in the Far East
and Siberia. After exploring the Far East, a Russian thinker of the Enlightenment Age,
Mikhail Lomonosov, reached the conclusion that the strength of the Russian state rested
on the development of Siberia and the Far East. Lomonosov’s ideas were accepted by
Russian decision-makers of different eras and gradually became the consensus of Russian
people. Since the beginning of President Putin’s third presidential term in 2012, to
achieve the strategic goals of consolidating territories, balanced development between the
eastern and western parts of the country, and integrating into the Asia-Pacific

fast-growing region, the Russian government established specialized agencies, passed
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laws and regulations to actively promote a new round of development strategy for the Far
East.

After a few years’ experiment, this round has achieved preliminary goals and has
embarked on a stable path of development. The prospects of such a development strategy
will not only have long-lasting impact on domestic political economy of Russia but also
play an active role in bilateral relations between China and Russia and reconfi guration of
the regional order. This paper aims to look closely at the other aspect of this key
historical process by introducing the opinions and debates in China regarding developing
the Far East.
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A.Libman:Proletarian Internationalism in Action?
Communist Legacies and Attitudes Towards Migrants in
Russia, Problems of Post-Communism, 2019, Issue 6.

The paper investigates the effect of Communist legacies on attitudes toward migrants in
present-day Russia. Midway through the first decade of the 2000s, Russia established itself as an
attractive center of labor migration. This rise of migration triggered an upsurge of xenophobic
sentiment and nationalism. This paper examines the variation of anti-migrant sentiments across the
regions of the Russian Federation and concludes that it is strongly affected by the legacies of the
Communist regime. Regions with a higher share of CPSU members in their population in the 1970s

are characterized by stronger negative attitudes towards migrants.
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